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CHNCEASSHTISD

June 2, 1975

BUD MeFARLANE - WHITE HOUSE

_ ;»)::Tr-:n'. I{QI)I\’i,r\N 19( W~

HAKTO-22

1. As indicated Rertel, here is copy of my. redraft of speech

basod on your amd Theis drafis. Tt includes come HAK odits, and it

.

has boon given Lo Fricdman.

- Warm regards.

C ATTACHMENT

UNCiASSIE D
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wscseT . . June 1, 1975

 PRESIDENT®S ADDRESS AT U.S. MILLTARY
ACADEMY COMMENCIMENT§ WEST POINT, N.Y.

chncsday, June 4, 1975

[;nfurmal Opening Remarké}

» -+ »

1 am dPnghLﬁd te he here on the Pla#n.‘ Perhaps
‘ohly an o1d Navy man knows how much that means. Sailors
have nnt always found hnﬁt Point so hospltablc Tha |
4Br1L1%h Navy learned that durxng th@ Rcvolatlonaly War}
‘and 1 undorﬁtand that you still re- tcach the lesson to
Scome: Amor1can wxdwhmpnen cach year.

Be‘that,as it may, I want to turh my p)éasure in
Euing:hefe'iﬂto a more practicél eﬁprcssian;  T am wware
of the tradition of this institution Lhat a visiting
Head of Qtate is entitled to remit all punishmcnts. EF
om-a- littre—cautious-abovt granting--anathex pardon, Hu{}
‘@eﬁeral-Mac Arthur once saxd,‘“The long gtay line nas nevey
fdiled as® —-- and today I am not abqut to fail the lonco g uy
yfline, Sé with the powers vested in me as your Commander in
‘Chlef I hcréby order the remission of all ordinary
wun1shmentq 1mmed1ate1y.

Now that I have your undivided attentign,”}ot'é gét‘

(own to business,

~ No Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/31 : LOC-HAK-264-2-7-9
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You e the C1aés of‘1975 - accept‘ydur

‘<nmmtq ]Ons‘db offrccr in Lhﬂ United States Army just

ﬂays bu[ore that hrmy LC]PbEaiQS its 200th birthday.

For two conrur1oﬂ,‘thc Unltcd Qtarcs Army h1s defended --

and roprcqented - frrndom. wost Point has-trnxnnd tLL ]oadaré

of that A;my evwr‘sxnue thns Abaﬂemy s found:zg in 1802,

"\The burpose of this gruat Army and ths grent A¢adpmy

are on¢ and the same, and have been since their heginning:
to be féady at the nation's cali tdrca:ry out -~ with
ﬂ;dicahioﬁ and honor ~- the duty of défending the
iibcrty’of our iand and pccéle.

The.doﬂcnse of frocdom Qill*take man? Fnrm$ in thé
 yuafs ahcad. Tha?will of‘Ahericé will‘always‘be‘toﬁtea.‘
Itlis our job ——pyours and mincg -= to‘be‘prepafad for
thaese tests, It is worth fcmombéiing what it ;s wE Are
defanding, for it fs a precious thing, and our pride in:

it is the truest source of our strength.

It is w0r¢h remomberinq that it was in tﬁe-
n£¢;flbtrdL10n o 'Taomas Jef’»rqon that this &ﬁ&deny Wéé
founded. We have had no Chief EXQbUthP who was more
HLanlsLently suspicious of ldxge atandlng armies or
‘ﬁére drdent in his belief in civilian dutho1‘ty uver

the military. ”Néverthclcss, Mr. Jafferson understuod tha
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nﬁéd forlﬁdality_in‘all things and §id ﬁnt‘dgubn'the
need for a professional military fﬁadmrship to ddafend
frqedom and fréo-mbn; And it is nb‘coihcidence thaﬁ
?tesidbnﬁ chferSOA‘tuo‘soﬁt American military forces
 to faraway shorcs‘tQ'defend f?cc commerce {rom thoze
- th wou1d 5eizé American ships.in‘iﬁtcrnatiqnai wators
Qnd'maké chtivés of their crews. |

Thdge who défcﬁd liberty must believe in'iﬁ. Those
who truly bn1icv¢ in liberty must be willing to defznd
ik ‘This;is my philoséphy éu_énd‘th§ tradition of
Wost Boinﬁ. |

Times chanﬁe; Amurica-haschanged- - But the long
gray.line‘and its tradition afe one of the éénstants in
ot R history; Théy.have their roots in Jeﬂfcrson's timef
ycﬁ personélly‘wi]l carry it forward into;the‘next

century.

* * * *
Itlis 6Eten sajd ol occasions such as tliis that
~p.z2r before have the problems of the world been s0
c: ';.:le.'“).(. : .’Y(‘.?t it is true. It is also true that never before
irn. our history has the fate of this nation -— ouﬁ‘daily‘

lives -- baen so0 intertwined with the fate of the rest

. No Objection To Declassification %n Full 2010/08/31 : LOC~HA1?<-~‘264~’2~7€
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of the watld Thc MzddIe Fast war and Pnerqy tribss
of 1973 drANat1fnd what ~hwu1d hav; bcen underatood
iohg heforeﬂ that our socurlty.and our prosperxty.
'are v1tally affected by the atahllxty and progress.
“of the 1ntmrnat;ona1 Pydtom. No nation is 1so]ated:
n6 nétion can rhalize its déétinyyaiohe. No nétionyé-
and‘certaihly no great nation -- can aehiéve.its Own
national objectives without p&rtidiﬁating cunstructivciy‘
in the ihférhational order. And an dnﬁrmous |
;rcspcnsibility'rests upon‘ué, for we have maintaincd
the“glnbal peace and maintained the'gibbai ptosperity‘
for the‘iast thirty ycars.  | |
Our strcngth 1hrongh the ycars has boen not
mez ly in our Vi%t rLbOULCOS or technolng1cal genius or
mlli:ary prowass == all of which are "eﬂﬁnd to nonc;
‘Ovr grcatvst strongth has been our spirit ~- the Couruge
with which free men harnessed these clements of material

~strength to the achievement of great ends.

This spirit comes from fajth in America, and faith
in Ameorica means confidence in ourscelves, and trust in

cach other,; This is the spifit of American unity.

Nd Objection T‘o Declassification in Full 2010/08/31 : LOC-HAK-264-2-7-9
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SR Wzthout our un:ty at home Lhere Pan be o conqi"tnnt
Muerican ]cadLr hxp abroad. Naver beforc has it bLoeen

‘5ofosannf1al that we hoal our wounds, -and Lnd our mutual

Cantagonisms, ‘and reccover our 5on=e that we as Mmericans

are all cngagad in a common endeavor.

Wo havé!ﬁdd setbacks.nf‘hut théfﬁ stgnifzvauhe truly
dopends on Qhat wewdo n0w, more than on-whar hakpeﬂcd
Eefpre. So many ndtxons walt dﬂd watch how we will
respond. But ths is my source of hope” -~ for it moans‘

"our future is in our own hands. . -

I have;thnrcfo;e called gpon.the Cougrcss and my
“fellow citizens to recall that.thore is much public
ﬁnsineas to ba done. rThere are national rusponsibilities
to‘bé fu]filied,'at héme and abroad,

We cannot nkpect-succesé ﬁt.thc suﬁmi: taikS‘Of the
vorld if we are notiunitud at the summit -—‘in the natiohal
andership ;f‘dt home. We cannot be & family divided if
vir expect tb succeed as a people; We are supposed to e

the United States of America.

If we are together, there is much we can achieve.
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Bucause ﬂmgricd is at pvace Loday, some would
dfaparage Lhc purse and powvr of ouxndt:onql dwrtqnv and
n’nrnatlonaL bommltmunts and ncg1nct fhem - Yet Lhws
nution has Con%idthtly over the Iabt 20 yoars, rocugﬂd

tio 'cat_Lo of defonse apundn}g)whllc our adVE"T::arlL" have

sfostantially 1nuroased theirs.

our expenditure for defense has been declining
irc real teorms,., It has dropped in rcal-tcrms, to its
1.:obf level since just before th@ Koroan FOnf]Lct The

of foknﬂql adversaries
Sﬁéfgt mllltaly build- up is contznuxna, aﬂd*qﬂvtﬁkuﬁﬁ}itﬂry

e*ﬁeﬁ&rtn:&ZQIDWSQ&i;ﬂhﬁgﬁrkhEGﬂmharu‘Ve“ptftﬂﬂt—ﬁ-yﬁﬁfw

,qlff ﬂ( Pt-‘ﬂ( C'F I}ﬂ ’ A_r“‘, P’T e V'PL‘/ "lf Ai"’tc_r' [ "'
Since er-ﬁ-be world has md near-unir terrurted

¢ M- is ‘

w.ﬂw—~Pﬂr*nu¢h-of-that"35~year$, ﬁmwriﬂaﬁﬂnfﬁve‘shulTdcceﬂ
‘ﬂ-ns_&néwwcﬂhﬁve qacr:fwceéwb&eo&—aﬁé—tfeahufeum—wf

a ::u}d—ﬁe&ﬂmﬁmk—th&t—{tm security of Furope and much

c: Asia, and indezd the balance of power Jilebally. !

‘b‘.:-}‘n ‘prcsdr.ved and is being prescrved by American : rengei .
“We know there cannot be true security or prouperity

a home if there is not rcal peace in the world.  And.

too, there cannot and will not be war on this continent

4]

i our adversaries are convinced that we are so militarily

"

rong that war would only'bring‘on‘their disaster.

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/31 : LOC-HAK-264-2-7-9
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If we are fo‘have‘thé best_defehse\ih tﬁcfwnrld -
.a;ﬁ I ctlll bo]xg ve' the pcople and the Fongrces of  Lhe
U--\vd qidtcs do%xre that, dospite rpccnt Congro*slonal
.ion to cut our dofcnao budget for fiscal 1976 ~=
t :n this Nation must be prepared to pay_the price that is
n‘EQSsary. ‘This,cnrtainly, is no'fime to maké daeper cuts in
'd\f daefcense budget. 'This is the time to 5upport our
B ﬁbrtant ncw pfograms - fanginq from the l6-division
a. ny and the modern B-1 intercontinental bowber to the
r scarch ahé‘dcvhlgpmont progrnﬁszesgenfial to‘majntaih'

q‘xlitativé superiority for the future.

No graduating class iﬁ the history of West Point will
b ecalied on to £i1l SO many diQursc roles »n this:
i-,rcabtngly (umplvx wurld As 90ung officers in the
¢ plex world of today, you must ‘know mt}:tdry bLLuith,‘

t ttics and logisties., But Loday -~ as npover bﬁfﬂlc -

y - must understand history, cconomics, science, inter-
n Lonal affanrs, diplomacy, just to mention a few. Soma of
y . may boccome dlplomdfs as well as genevals., At the sone

t 2, no graduates will be ‘called on to fulfill a“Ch

4 Vnrsity with such unity of mission. The greatest ‘missicn
6 ‘fhc Un1tod States today -- and in the 1mwcd1ate fﬁture‘-*
i. the pro;ectxon of clear and firm national unmty and “

¢ wmitment.

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/31 : LOC-HAK-264-2-7-9.
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Yuu‘mUbt nndvrslnnd powwr ~~ and the limits

I0WOL . ‘Ynu must under stand war -—f—"and if necossary,
cy out war -- but you must‘also uomprﬁhond Lhe

arrents to war.

There is one aspect of duty that I wish to cauvtion you

1t —= never confuse what may be popu]ar with what is

“at.  Morcover, never confuse pub}1L auco]adgs -~ or lack =

them == with national appreciation. Too often, we

raknn our armod forcvs for grantod.‘ Too oftch; wa
2 scen publlc ‘apathy to mllnLary arhlcvnncnt Dospi o
this; the dedication to country and response to the call’
}ﬁty whfch motivated the Continental arﬁy 58111 motivatés‘
ranks of today's Army of ficer corps which you are
it to join. And f am confident it over will.

Only the ﬁmst stubbornly unrealistiélnf Us Gan

Jine that we do not need your best efforts in thoese

1S5, Thc same advoradrtwa who have proboed for and

oited algns of weakness in the past Lnn+1nne 10 thQnd ‘
lmprove their own military capacity. Unloss we continue
eét this ﬁha\1unge -~ as. I am doLorm1nod to do ~-'rhere
_be no proapect for success in our uffurts to dL[J

ions in the world. Particularly'atrthis'time, w2 mist

No Objection Td Declassification in Full 2010/08/31 : LOC-HAK-264-2-7-9 -
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av-id the error that Lh1 nation has madé in Lhe past .
o! too vngorly Lurnlng dway after an unded conf11ct,

tcu‘rapldly lettling duwn our guard.

But‘qvon as your fellow citizené accept their nced
:fq"yOur.scrvice, many of thum‘ﬁill-still not coﬁprohendh
yu;r missioh‘and the dumandsyit_makns.ﬁpon you. ‘They
wo 1 také;yoﬁ fér gfanted or abuse you - cxcept_in
m onts of crisis;‘

“Your carcnr‘will exact high dues$  Periodic-danger,
‘s .aration from loved Qnes, moves £0 frequent that you
mi.  become nervous about laying down roots in any places
Bf it will also of[er unique opportunitios. Tt is unlikely
t] t any of your LunLcnporar1cs will have so oarly the
+) urLunltles and chal]onges which some of you will 7ace
Q  hin wcoks;‘ You will bhe charged Wlth the 1pkeep and
‘o; ration of technology more e%pensxvc and meplex
tiin some men will cver handle. More importint, yoo will
I rusponsible‘for‘thc wel Ll-being of other Amncricans, |
5 otimes in situations whare decisions will be literally
m. ucrs‘of life and decath. Your apprenticeship, wilh
i basic cducation, is rnding, and YQu‘may ve expected
tu'use’its ]cssons‘at any time, Itqis an enormous human

e L
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Your profession wfllgmake*differant; of ten

her, domands upon you than upon most of your con-

Hﬁraries.';t hope tﬁose denmands only intensify for

ghe snnsgofthcrnnHOns for ﬁhem, and‘yntr\perQSHion!s‘
sioh..‘

‘,As long as I am President, you will not be_#akcn

granted. 

I have just returhnd Frpmlé‘tfip‘to ﬁurnpe to
ghqthen the peace. T found at the summjt meet{ng‘of
Morth AtjanticTrnétynafinns a new sense of unity
a confidence in hmnrfca‘that'Wprc‘mbst‘npgoufagi“g Lo

I am convinced our major alliances are strong and firm:

cconvineced our allies' ceonfidonce in us is not misplaced.

In Salzhurq‘T we t with qupt{s President Sndat;

ontinue our oxploration of new steps toward peace in

%
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th-Midale’Fast..:ThatiS_the mostséfiousintgrnatinnalu
is ye of ﬁur,time. The United'Statcs is in a'uniqﬁc
:pc ition to help‘prhmnté a peaceful smlqtién ﬁ—and I am
de‘ermiﬁéd,that.wé will make.tﬁa£ effort.

.The‘hmerican commitment to thedcfcnse-of.frnndom
ar peace.since World War IT - tﬁe_BO*fearswéep of &
‘gOnaration‘;; has boen so ﬂeép and'endurinq ﬁhat it-serves
no curpose to recount it here.. But it does serve a
‘p; :oseto_rem#nd'qurse]vés, our fringds‘anﬁ nnr.advnrsafies
L o G Qe are yet prepared to pay the price of frecdom -

ir full or in part -- as circumstances may require.

This is why T am here today at West Idint. Thoes Lo owhy

- ye ate here at West Paint.
: \

Mr. Jofferson in his first Tnaugural address sought

tc remind his fellow Americans of their cruciai similarities,.

. o 4 ardless of party, by saying,"wé-are all‘chublicans,

o,
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re éil Fedofalisfé."\(&iwish the‘firét part wnre‘txué})

‘ih think of po bhetter way to remind you of your

;ming sérvice,‘aﬁd to remind ug of our cqmmoﬂ riqhﬁs”
fésnonsibilitics as.civi]jans; than tosay:"WQ afe
citizens; we érg all defendefs bf.frecdom:wc are
Aﬁnriédns..

~ Thank you and Gndspced.' | 'E?hd *£X+‘
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